
The Pathway to God’s Blessings

BEATITUDES

Matthew 5

THE



Seeking more of God’s blessing

• What does a blessed life look like?

• How do you move in that direction?

• Where do you begin?



The meaning of ‘blessed’

There is a desire today to translate this 

word as ‘happy,’ and linguistically this 

is accurate. But that does not seem to 

capture all that is intended here in the 

text, primarily because the modern usage 

of the word ‘happy’ has devalued it. 



The meaning of ‘blessed’

To be blessed is an exclamation of the 

inner joy and peace that comes from being 

right with God. Happiness may be a part 

of it, but it is a happiness that 

transcends what happens in the world 

around us, a happiness that comes to the 

soul from being favored by God.

--Allen Ross



What does a 

blessed life 
look like?



When we think of a blessed life, 

the Beatitudes are often 

the opposite 
of what we would think.



So, if we are to experience 

God’s rich blessings 

described in the Beatitudes, 

what needs to happen?



Repentance

Right thinking

always precedes

right actions



In the Beatitudes

Jesus is giving the

distinguishing marks
of a true Christian





The order 

of the Beatitudes shows us

how to make progress
in the Christian life



“Observe carefully, and you will see that 

each one rises above those which precede 

it... Not only do the Beatitudes rise, 

one above another, but they spring out of 

each other, as if each depended 

on all that went before.”

--Charles Haddon Spurgeon 

1873



Roots, Shoots and Fruit

Roots

The first three deal with our need

and become the roots of 

a blessed life

(v.3-5)



Roots, Shoots and Fruit

Shoots

Out of these roots come the 

shoots of the fourth beatitude,

a hunger and thirst for righteousness

(v.6)



Roots, Shoots and Fruit

Fruit

The roots produce shoots, 

and the shoots bear fruit: 

First, mercy or forgiveness (v.7)

then purity (v.8)

and finally peace (v.9)


